Speech from TUI President Don Ryan at Dáil Protest against Education Cuts 29/10/08

Parents, Students, and Teaching Colleagues.

Last week the government called on our patriotism. 

What you Ministers Lenihan and O Keeffe did in the Budget was grievously unpatriotic.

You have undermined and damaged the future of young Irish people.

You have cuts the legs from underneath an already Creaking Education System – a system that is seriously under-funded by international standards. 

Up to now schools have overcome inadequate funding through the tremendous extra efforts of, you parents, students, management bodies and teachers, and strong public support. 

These new cutbacks will do untold damage across our education system from Primary to 2nd Level and to 3rd Level where funding has been slashed and registration fees increased hugely.

The Taoiseach, Minister for Education and their cabinet colleagues are directly responsible for this and now they are trying hard to fool the public into believing that the cuts are modest. 

The government is saying that the worsening of the Pupil/Teacher ratio will only mean a couple of additional children in classes here and there. But this is not about class sizes. It is about the existence of classes. Every second level school of 360 pupils will lose a teacher. That means losing 33 classes of teaching each and every week. Irish children are the main victims of this decision. 

In total 1.3 million classes of teaching will be wiped out. There’s nothing modest or superficial about that. It is a near-mortal blow to our children’s future. 

The loss of English Support teaching in schools will mean that thousands of newcomer children will be denied the most essential tool they need to survive and integrate in their new environment. Learning English is not a luxury for them – it is a basic necessity. This particular cutback is a hostile act that will be sorely regretted in the future. 

Irish society needs immigrant children to have this basic help as much as they need it as individuals. Our community and social cohesion depend on it. 

The abolition of funding for specialist programmes for weaker pupils at Junior and Leaving Certificate level and funding for schoolbooks are outrageous cutbacks. They illustrate the government’s complete disregard for disadvantaged students and their families. Disadvantaged individuals, families and communities are clearly not a priority for Fianna Fáil and the Greens.  

Some people believe that the government cannot reverse the education cuts because it has backed itself into a corner. It is cornered because of its own ineptitude and short-sightedness. But there is bigger political damage ahead if this government does not change its mind. It will simply not be forgiven by the public if it does not withdraw the cuts in education. It will pay a heavy political price. 

And today Minister O’Keefe is blaming teachers for his own decisions. But he is the one who has outraged the public. And his pathetic accusation today that teachers are scaremongering is an act of pure desperation.    

Minister O Keeffe

if you want the last vestige of partnership to remain; if you want the last remnants of trust to remain, reverse your immoral decision of last week

Sit down with the parents, management bodies and teachers of this country and try to re-establish your credibility to hold the Ministry that is charged with safeguarding the educational welfare of the young people of this state.

That is your patriotic call, Minister.      Don Ryan (President, TUI) 0872831059
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